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Forest Service, USDA § 261.15 

under permit, except, where a con-
tainer, dump or similar facility has 
been provided and is identified as such, 
to receive trash generated from private 
lands or lands occupied under permit. 

[42 FR 2957, Jan. 14, 1977, as amended at 46 
FR 33520, June 30, 1981] 

§ 261.12 National Forest System roads 
and trails. 

The following are prohibited: 
(a) Violating the load, weight, 

height, length, or width limitations 
prescribed by State law except by spe-
cial-use authorization or written agree-
ment or by order issued under § 261.54 of 
this Chapter. 

(b) Failing to have a vehicle weighed 
at a Forest Service weighing station, if 
required by a sign. 

(c) Damaging and leaving in a dam-
aged condition any such road, trail, or 
segment thereof. 

(d) Blocking, restricting, or other-
wise interfering with the use of a road, 
trail, or gate. 

[42 FR 2957, Jan. 14, 1977, as amended at 46 
FR 33520, June 30, 1981; 49 FR 25450, June 21, 
1984; 55 FR 25832, June 25, 1990] 

§ 261.13 Motor vehicle use. 
After National Forest System roads, 

National Forest System trails, and 
areas on National Forest System lands 
have been designated pursuant to 36 
CFR 212.51 on an administrative unit or 
a Ranger District of the National For-
est System, and these designations 
have been identified on a motor vehicle 
use map, it is prohibited to possess or 
operate a motor vehicle on National 
Forest System lands in that adminis-
trative unit or Ranger District other 
than in accordance with those designa-
tions, provided that the following vehi-
cles and uses are exempted from this 
prohibition: 

(a) Aircraft; 
(b) Watercraft; 
(c) Over-snow vehicles; 
(d) Limited administrative use by the 

Forest Service; 
(e) Use of any fire, military, emer-

gency, or law enforcement vehicle for 
emergency purposes; 

(f) Authorized use of any combat or 
combat support vehicle for national de-
fense purposes; 

(g) Law enforcement response to vio-
lations of law, including pursuit; 

(h) Motor vehicle use that is specifi-
cally authorized under a written au-
thorization issued under Federal law or 
regulations; and 

(i) Use of a road or trail that is au-
thorized by a legally documented right- 
of-way held by a State, county, or 
other local public road authority. 

[70 FR 68291, Nov. 9, 2005] 

§ 261.14 Use by over-snow vehicles. 

It is prohibited to possess or operate 
an over-snow vehicle on National For-
est System lands in violation of a re-
striction or prohibition established 
pursuant to 36 CFR part 212, subpart C, 
provided that the following uses are ex-
empted from this section: 

(a) Limited administrative use by the 
Forest Service; 

(b) Use of any fire, military, emer-
gency, or law enforcement vehicle for 
emergency purposes; 

(c) Authorized use of any combat or 
combat support vehicle for national de-
fense purposes; 

(d) Law enforcement response to vio-
lations of law, including pursuit; 

(e) Use by over-snow vehicles that is 
specifically authorized under a written 
authorization issued under Federal law 
or regulations; and 

(f) Use of a road or trail that is au-
thorized by a legally documented right- 
of-way held by a State, county, or 
other local public road authority. 

[70 FR 68291, Nov. 9, 2005] 

§ 261.15 Use of vehicles off roads. 

It is prohibited to operate any vehi-
cle off National Forest System, State 
or County roads: 

(a) Without a valid license as re-
quired by State law. 

(b) Without an operable braking sys-
tem. 

(c) From one-half hour after sunset 
to one-half hour before sunrise unless 
equipped with working head and tail 
lights. 

(d) In violation of any applicable 
noise emission standard established by 
any Federal or State agency. 

(e) While under the influence of alco-
hol or other drug; 
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